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   SCALE RAILS of Southwest Florida 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Newsletter   July - August, 2008  Volume 10 Issue 7 

 

 

 

 

OFFICERS 
 
 
Chairman:  Dennis Little 
 
President:  Peter Gross 
 
Vice President:  Jim Edmier 
 
Secretary:  Jim Morse 
 
Treasurer:  Stan Seeds, MMR 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Calendar  
 
September 13, Monthly Meeting, 1:30 pm 
 
October 11, Monthly Meeting, 1:30 pm 
 
Oct 17 – 19, SSR Regional Convention, The 
Deerfield Coastliner II, Deerfield Beach, FL 
 
November 8, Monthly Meeting, 1:30 pm 
 
November 29, 30, Holiday Train Show, 
location not determined 
 
December 13, Monthly Meeting, 1:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Layout Status 
 
Summer is here, and the pace of work has 
really slowed down.  Many folks are gone 
north, and those who are here have been 
taking trips, so the amount of progress make 
on the layout is small.   
 
Stan is still working on the Rainbow Bridge.  
He has finished the girders, has the road bed 
support in place, and is now working on the 
road bed and the railings.  Here is a photo of 
the railing he is making from Styrene. 

 
 
Lee and Peter continue to work on the helix 
detection and display system, but it is slow 
work as they are doing a bit of summer time 
travel. 
 
Here is a picture of the display panel so one 
can determine where in the helix your train 
is located. 

 
 
This is a picture of the back side of the panel 
with the LED wiring coming out to four 
connectors. 
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This shows Lee installing the first set of 
detector stations, which are located at each 
of the treaded rod positions.  Each set goes 
vertically up the support, and provides 
detection at each level in the helix. 

 
 
The detector signal is fed into this board, 
which has all the logic to determine 
location, direction of travel, etc.   

 
 

 
The detectors can be seed in this photo, 
their wires coming out of the blue cable and 
going to the transmitter and detector pair.  
The pair is mounted on a diagonal across the 
track, with the connecting wires going under 
the roadbed. 

 
 
Once operational, hopefully by the train 
show timeframe, we should have a real Gee 
Whiz display. 

 

Make and Take Clinic 
 
We announced this clinic several months ago 
at one of our meetings.  It seemed at the 
time that about 15 or so people were 
interested in building this bench power 
supply and the estimated cost of $40 seemed 
reasonable to folks.  However, no one has 
signed up for the clinic and given Stan the 
$40 up front to buy the parts.  The sign-up 
list is on the wall to the right of the doorway 
as you go from the HO room to the NTRAK 
room.  Please add your name to the list and 
pay Stan the $40.  As has been noted, any 
excess moneys will be returned to each 
participant.  As you can see below, only two 
people have signed up so far. 
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David Parsons Passes 
 
It is my sad duty to report that David Parsons 
has passed away.  He spent all summer in 
hospital in Montréal, and did not expect to 
ever come back to Florida again.  There will 
be a card for members to sign at the 
September meeting. 

 

Meeting Minutes 
July 12, 2008 

                                            
Members present:  Jim Beliveau,  Lee 
Dobyns,    Steve Gdovin,   Alex Grantt,  Alex 
Halberda,   Ryan Hannaway,  Darrin Kerwin,  
Randy King,  Jim Morse,  Gordon Roedding,  
Dwight Sedgwick,  Stanley Seeds,  Robert 
Veefkind.  
    
Meeting was call to order to by Stan Seeds, 
MMR,   at 1:30 pm. followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes for the June meeting 
were published in the Newsletter.  Last month 
a motion was carried to purchase a Thomas 
the Tank engine.  Later we received a gift of a 
set of Thomas trains, with the stipulation that 
we keep the trains for children to enjoy.  If 
the club no longer wanted the Train sets, they 
would be returned to the donor.  By accepting 
the gift, the Club no longer needs to purchase 
the train set.  A motion by Alex Halberda, 
seconded by Steve Gdovin, to approve the 

minutes as revised, and not to buy the 
Thomas trains set.  The motion carried. 
 
Financial Report: Stan Seeds, Treasure, 
reported that we have $10,242.36 in checking 
and savings.  Our mortgage is $32,005.56, and 
our net worth is $146,244.99.  We are 
$3,693.32 ahead of budget.   
 
MEMBERSHIP:  No new members this month.  
 
COMMUNICATION:  No new communications.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
1. Layout Status: upper level:   Mr. Ron Parker 
has volunteered to finish both Diesel Houses.  
Check the upper and lower level TO DO LIST; 
lots of projects need to be completed.  Stan’s 
Rainbow Bridge is about completed and looks 
great.   The Great LED display for the helix is 
under construction by Mr. Dobyns and Mr. 
Curll.  This LED display will show the position 
of the trains, as they past, city to city, thru 
the Helix representing the travel from 
California to the mid-west.  Both occupancy 
and direction of travel will show in the 
dispatcher’s office. 
 
2. Lower level:  Scenery areas are filling in at 
the Rock Island interchange.  Peter is working 
on the new freight house in Colorado Springs.  
The new panel has been completed for 
Colorado Springs.  Ron Parker is working on 
new fencing near Castle Rock.    
 
3. N-TRACK:  The New Time Saver and 
Inglenook Switching puzzle module is almost 
finished, thanks to Dwight and Darrin. This 
Module will be a lot of fun and should hone 
our switching skills.   
   
4. Narrow gauge:   The new K-27 engine 
seems to have a current draw problem that is 
under warrantee.  Bob Veefkind will ship the 
engine back to the manufacture.  Engine 
should be back in 6 weeks.   
  
NEW BUSINESS:  
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1. MAKE AND TAKE CLINIC:  Lee Dobyns is 
putting together a Make and Take clinic for a 
Bench Power Supply.  Materials for this 
project are $ 40.00 and you will build the 
Power Supply at the Depot and then take it 
home.  If you would like to participate sign up 
at the Depot and pay Stan for the parts.  If 
the cost is less than $ 40.00 each, a refund 
will be given.  Please sign up by the Oct 
Meeting. 
 
2. VOLT METERS:  Lee Dobyns demonstrate the 
correct way to use the voltage meters.  
Members are unknowingly blowing the fuse in 
the meters by not placing the dials in the 
proper mode.  If you are not familiar with the 
voltage testers, please have someone show 
you the correct way to test resistance, 
measure current or voltage.  The issue is 
around measuring current. 
 
3. SSR CONVENTION:  The Spring SSR 2009 
Convention will be held in Ft. Myers hosted by 
our Club.  A suitable meeting place is being 
pursued.  
 
4. WEB SITE:  Our web-site manager, Lee 
Dobyns, reported that a substantial savings 
may be realized if the Club contracted with 
Go-Daddy for $180.00 for 3 years.   This is a 
very reliable server and will keep our web site 
on line for the next three years.  Motion to 
accept the contract was made by Mr. 
Sedgwick and seconded by Mr. Curll.  Motion 
carried.  
  
5.  AMTRAK:  Mr. Alex Grantt reported that 
much progress is being made in train travel 
because of the rising fuel cost.    Alex said we 
will be riding trains soon.  
 
Meeting Adjourned at 2:15 pm. 
 

 

 

Meeting Minutes 
August 9, 2008 

 

Members present:  Jim Beliveau, Lyle 
Crouder, Lee Dobyns, Steve Gdovin, Alex 
Grantt, Peter Gross, Ryan Hannaway, Gordon 
Roedding, Stanley Seeds, and Robert Veefkind.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:30 pm 
by President Peter Gross, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
It was determined that there was not a 
quorum present; therefore no votes could 
take place.  We decided to go ahead with the 
meeting anyway. 
 
The July Meeting minutes will be published in 
the July-August newsletter, and will be moved 
for approval in the September meeting. 
 
Treasurer Stan Seeds, MMR, provided a 
summary report as of the end of July.  Total 
cash on hand is $9,181.  Our Net Worth is up 
to $113,375. While our income was ahead of 
budget, our expenses were even more ahead 
of budget, so the net was a negative $666 for 
the month.  Most of the expense was for 
building maintenance (parking lot resealing 
and tree trimming).  Due to the lack of a 
quorum, the Treasurer’s report will have to be 
approved at the September meeting. 
 

 Membership:  Peter reported on a 
conversation he had with Pam Parsons, 
Dave Parsons’ daughter.  She indicated 
that Dave is very ill, with will not be 
able to return to Florida.  She plans to 
come down sometime to close out his 
house and sell it, and she thought the 
layout Dave has on his lanai may be of 
interest to the club.  Peter had a get 
well card for members to sign for Dave 
Parsons. 

 As you all know, Stan Seeds, MMR, had 
surgery on August 4 to fix his neck 
problem.  He clearly is doing well and 
we wish him a speedy recovery. 

 David Nelson, who is in MN for the 
summer, has had bypass surgery.  Peter 
had a get well card for members to sign 
for David Nelson. 
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 Don Sprotbery’s wife fell and broke her 
hip.  Consequently Don has to be a full 
time caregiver until she fully recovers. 

Old Business 
 
Layout Status: 
Stan reported that not much is happening 
during the summer.  He continues to work on 
the Rainbow Bridge, and Lee and Peter are 
working on the helix detection and display 
system. 
Building maintenance:  
Stan reported that the contract for resealing 
and repainting the parking lot is now 
complete, following the contractor’s having to 
come back to seal more of the lot in the back 
than he originally did.  Stan also reported that 
he had the trees overhanging the parked cars 
in the lot out front trimmed so we don’t have 
a problem.   
 
New Business: 
 

 Make and Take Clinic:  we decided to 
establish a drop dead time for sign-up 
for this clinic.  On October 1, 2008 we 
will close the signup period and if we 
do not have enough participants we 
will cancel the clinic. 

 Lee noted that the soldering station 
used for electronics has gone kaput.  
He recommends the purchase of a new 
unit, like the one he has, that costs 
about $85. 

 Members were reminded that on August 
16 there will be a Western Division 
meet in Plant City, and members were 
encouraged to attend. 

 Fort Myers Division Meet.  Members 
were asked their views on holding a 
Division Meet here in Fort Myers this 
October, as we did last year.  The 
consensus was that with the train show, 
planning and preparation for the Spring 
Convention, and the current lack of 
staff to work on anything, we should 
not hold a Division meet this year. 

 Spring Convention.  There was little 
discussion as Dwight was not present to 
report on hotel investigation results. 

 It was noted that the SSR is currently 
holding elections for Region and 
Division Officers and Directors.  All 
members were encouraged to fill out 
their ballots and send them in at the 
earliest opportunity. 

 Bob Veefkind reported that the Narrow 
Gage locomotive had been sent back to 
Soundtraxx for repair at no cost.  It is 
back and works fine now. 

 Alex Grantt discussed progress of 
AMTRAK coming to SWFL. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 pm. 

 

What I did on my Summer 
Vacation, Peter Gross 

 

One of the trips that June and I took was to 
Illinois to visit with family, friends, and attend 
a wedding.  While on the trip there were 
several railroad related events we partook of 
which may be of interest to all of you.  First 
was a visit with George and Elaine Alexander 
in Pekin, IL.  We got to see the status of his 
layout, went to dinner and got a guided tour 
of Pekin.  Here are some pictures: 
 
George pointed out that he really did learn 
something from Dennis. 
 

 
 
As we all know, George’s bench work is 
meticulous, level, and very strong.  Here are 
a couple of examples: 
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Here is George himself, running a train to 
prove that it really does work! 
 

 
 
Elaine just sits back and takes it all in stride! 

 
 
The next visit was to Galesburg, IL where 
Leon Drake, the father of June’s son-in-law, 
who is retired from the BNSF in Galesburg, 
took me on a tour of the tracks and yards in 
Galesburg.  This is a big railroad town and it 
was all very interesting.  Here is a picture of 
an AMTRAK train going through, perhaps the 
Super Chief! 
 

 
 
Here is the Diesel Service facility where Leon 
worked for much of his career.   

 
 
Galesburg is a classification yard, using a 
hump to move incoming cars to the various 
tracks to make up blocks.  Here are some 
pictures of the yard. 
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The next visit was to the Chicago Botanical 
Gardens, where among other things they have 
a very large garden scale layout, all made and 
maintained by volunteers.  All the structures 
on the layout were constructed from natural 
materials and varnished to protect them from 
the elements.  The layout depicts many very 
well know scenes in America.  Here are a few: 
 

 

 
Anyone who has ever let Dennis give them 
tourist directions will be familiar with the 
next two: 
 

 
 

 
 
This is truly an amazing job, and very large. 

 
 

Shirts 
If you would like a new Scale Rails shirt, 
please contact Gold Coast Active Wear and 
let them know this is a Scale Rails shirt.  
Phone: 239-549-4200.  Address: 4519-B Del 
Prado Blvd., Cape Coral.  Mrs. Dianne Korf is 
no longer able to provide this service. 
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REMINDERS 
 

September 13, Monthly Meeting, 1:30 pm 
 
October 11, Monthly Meeting, 1:30 pm 
 
October 17 – 19, SSR Regional Convention, 
The Deerfield Coastliner II, Deerfield Beach, 
FL 
 
November 8, Monthly Meeting, 1:30 pm 
 
November 29, 30, Holiday Train Show 
 

 

EDITORIAL 
How slow is summer?  It was so slow that we 
only had nine members attend the August 
business meeting, not enough for a quorum.  
Thus, no decisions were made, but a good time 
was still had by all.  I expect many more in 
September, and for things to pick up then.  In 
the mean time…. 
  
Keep having fun! 
PETER GROSS, Editor 

  

Scale Rails of Southwest 
Florida 

 

Our Charter 
 
Our intent and purpose is to promote and 
encourage the art of model railroading and 
preserve the history, science and 
technology of rail transportation.  To this 
end we have organized our efforts for 
charitable, educational, literary and 
scientific purposes.  As part of our 
endeavors, we host railroad displays, give 
talks and presentations for school, 
museums and various organizations.  Our 
members do not presume to be experts, 
but rather a group of individuals sharing 

knowledge with each other. 

http://www.scalerails.org/

